Property rules and visitor expectations:
Ritchey Woods Nature Preserve is owned by the
City of Fishers and is governed by the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources and there are
rules and regulations that protect it. Nature
Preserves are “to be preserved as pristine natural
areas for all the people of Indiana.” RWNP is open
from dawn until dusk. Visitors are not permitted
after daylight hours. Visitors must remain on the
trail at all times. This includes dogs who must also
be on a leash at all times. Staying on the trail
reduces erosion, damage to fragile plant
communities and reduces disturbance to ground
nesting birds. We do have threatened and
endangered plants and animals at Ritchey Woods
Nature Preserve. Bicycles are prohibited within the
park. If you arrive by bicycle, it is not permitted
past the parking lot. Disturbing or removing any
plant, animal, or natural item is prohibited.
Gathering berries, picking flowers, harvesting
mushrooms, or collecting fallen leaves is not
allowed. Leaving something behind can be as
detrimental as taking something with you. Visitors
may not feed the wildlife, release an animal, bring
in any plant material (seeds, flowers or yard debris
as examples), litter or leave dog waste behind. The
fire pit is not available for public use. Fires are
only permitted in our fire pit during a Fishers
Parks & Recreation sponsored event. Personal fires
are prohibited (no grills, no fire pits, no candles,
no lanterns, no smoking, and no fire of any kind).
Smoking and tobacco are prohibited (this does
include: cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, vaping
devices and chewing tobacco). Alcohol is also
prohibited. Metal detecting is prohibited. Erecting
tents and hammocks is prohibited. Finally, it is a
violation of City Ordinance for patrons to charge
fees or receive income through the use of a City of
Fishers Park.
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These woods were willed by Dr. James O. Ritchey
to The Nature Conservancy to assure their
protection. The Nature Conservancy has given the
land to The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis for
its care and use, and The Children’s Museum of
Indianapolis has given the land to the City of
Fishers.
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“Our mission is to provide experiences
that enhance quality of life through play
and discovery.”

10410 Hague Road
Fishers, Indiana
“The mission of Ritchey Woods Nature Preserve is to
heighten awareness for the natural environment,
maintain habitat diversity, and instill a sense of
stewardship for all living things.”

For more information contact:
Danesa Stolz, Chief Naturalist
City of Fishers Parks & Recreation
11565 Brooks School Road
Fishers, Indiana 46037
317-595-3458
E-mail: stolzd@fishers.in.us
For program information, visit the parks
website at www.playfishers.com and click
on the Fun Guide.

317-595-3150
www.fishers.in.us/rwnp

Open Dawn to Dusk

The mission of Ritchey Woods Nature Preserve is to
heighten awareness for the natural environment,
maintain habitat diversity, and instill a sense of
stewardship for all living things. Ritchey Woods
Nature Preserve is approximately 127 acres: 42 acres
is an Indiana State designated Nature Preserve and the
remaining 85 acres is under a conservation easement
governed by the Department of Natural Resources. The
Preserve offers nine different trails totaling approximately
2.25 miles. Cheeney Creek meanders through the north end
of the property and is viewed best from the Creek Ridge
Trail.
Other features include a bike rack for use when
entering from the City’s Multi-Use Trail System’s Hague
Road connection; a gravel parking area; a 28’ x 46’ shelter
used for informal gatherings, educational presentations, and
picnicking. (Scheduled education programs receive priority
over general public use.) Restroom facilities are also located
on the property. Many opportunities exist for passive
exploration of the natural environment. There is no fee to
visit the property during park hours.

The shelter and other areas are not available for rent, they are
only reserved for scheduled programs with Fishers Parks &
Recreation (FP&R) staff. The shelter and other areas at RWNP
are available to the public on a first come first serve basis for
groups under 20 people (unless already reserved for a FP&R
program). For groups over 20 people, a Special Event Permit
is required.
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